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IEA TIMSS (International Association for the Evaluation
of Educational Achievement - Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study) is a valuable tool to inform
education policy formulation and reform. The international
assessment measures the knowledge and skills of Grade
4 and 8 students in over 60 countries in mathematics
and science across several benchmarking systems, and
provides internationally comparative data about trends
in achievement over time. One of these benchmarks is
progress towards achieving SDG 4, whereby one of the
global indicators of target 4.1 is the percentage of students
who meet a minimum proficiency level in mathematics, for
which the TIMSS Low International Benchmark (400 score
points) serves as a reliable global indicator, according to
the UNESCO Institute for Statistics.

IEA TIMSS also gathers extensive information about the
education systems in the participating countries and
the contextual factors at school and home which are
associated with learning and students’achievement. These
include details on how the education system is organized
to facilitate learning, students’ home environment and
supports for learning, school climate and resources, and
how instruction usually occurs in classrooms.

TIMSS is conducted every four years since 1995. In its
latest cycle, in 2019, 64 countries and more than 580,000
students participated in TIMSS; and questionnaires were
completed by about 310,000 parents, 19,000 school

principals, and 52,000 teachers. The international report
and results of TIMSS 2019 were released on December
8, 2020. The report is attached here. Highlights from the
report, in the form of an infographic dashboard, can be
accessed here (in English, in Arabic).

IEA also released its TIMSS 2019 Encyclopedia which is a
comprehensive compendium of how mathematics and
science are taught around the world. It consists of a chapter
prepared by each TIMSS 2019 country describing the
country’s education system structure and its mathematics
and science curricula. You can access Lebanon’s input here.

Lebanon has participated in 5 IEA TIMSS cycles, starting
in 2003. The Center for Educational Research and
Development (CERD) is analyzing the national TIMSS
2019 results to inform the new curriculum that CERD
is currently designing. The national report will cover
student achievements in Mathematics and Science; the
home & school contexts in which students learn; as well
as the classroom context in terms of teacher professional
development, challenges to teaching and learning,
Mathematics and Science Curriculum, etc.

The national TIMSS 2019 report will be published by
December 2021.

The national report for TIMSS 2015 can be accessed here.
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